arene was refluxed with ClPO(OEt)2 in presence of K2CO3 in acetonitrile for 14 hours to afford the 1,3-diphosphoester derivative in 80% yield. This compound was further reacted with BrChhCOOEt under similar conditions to produce the title compound in 85% yield.
distorted as in the tris(diethoxyphosphoryl) derivative [1] . The dihedral angles made by the four phenolic rings and the mean plane defined by the methylene bridges are 81.61(7) and 84.92(7)° for the rings bearing the diethoxyphosphoryl groups and 39.12(9) and 37.78(10)° for the two other ones. This distorsion results in the two diethoxyphosphoryl groups being as far away from each other as possible, as in the tris(diethoxyphosphoryl) derivative, in which the facing diethoxyphosphoryl groups corresponded to identical dihedral angles of 88.5° and the two other substituents (one diethoxyphosphoryl and one phenolic OH group) to 48.5 and 35.0° respectively. Preliminary complexation studies with alkali metal ions gave the preference order Na 
